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New York’s Best
New Steakhouse
Make no mistake STK is not
your daddy’s steakhouse.
There is nothing ordinary
about Jonathon Segal hip
culinary creation. Like the
steak it serves, this place
sizzles. (more)
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The 10 Sexiest Restaurants in and around 
Seattle (in no particular order).
By
Providence Cicero
Food writer and restaurant critic, Seattle, WA

1. Ray's Boathouse - Seattle
Gazing at the view west across Puget Sound at 
sunset with the Olympic Mountains etched on the 
horizon would be reason enough for arousal, but chef 
Charles Ramsayer's deft handling of pristine local 
seafood will have you swooning too.

6049 Seaview Ave. NW
Seattle, WA 98107
206.789.6309
www.rays.com

-

2. Volterra - Seattle
Hard on the heels of their wedding in a Tuscan villa, 
owner/chef Don Curtiss and his wife, Michelle 
Quisenberry, opened this romantic homage to the 
town they married in. Begin your meal with a 
sparkling bellini, end with biscotti and espresso 
presented on a silver tray. In between try fresh 
pappardelle noodles with morsels of duck in a lusty 
tomato sauce or wild salmon and local shellfish 
snuggled in parchment.
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Cacao
Cafe Saint-Ex
Circle Bistro
Ciudad
Confidential
Cortez
Crustacean
Dakota
Davidburke & Donatella
Daniel Boulud Brasserie
de Santos
The Double Seven
Encounter Restaurant
Fiamma Ostera
Fizz
The French Laundry
Fuse
Geisha House
Gotham City
Inka Grill
Ithaa
Jean Georges
Jet Vodka Lounge
Joel Robuchon at The Mansion
JoJo
Karu & Y
Katana
Kit Kat Lounge & Supper Club
Koi
The Little Door
Lotus
Mary Elaine's (Chef's Table)
Mie N Yu
Minibar
Mix Lounge
N9NE Steakhouse
Nobu
Ortanique
Per Se
Pure
Pussycat Lounge
Reserve
Rumjungle
Sensa
Sensi
Shibuya
Spice Markett
Sterling Steakhouse
STK
Sushi Roku & Boa Steakhouse
Swimclub 32
Table 1280
Tantra
Tao Asian Bistro and Nightclub
Touch
Tryst
Twist & Shout
Voodoo Café & Lounge
WD-50

5411 Ballard Ave. NW
Seattle, WA 98107
206.789.5100
www.volterrarestaurant.com

-

3. Elemental@Gasworks - Seattle
If submission is your idea of sexy this hard-to-find, 
20-seat restaurant is your kind of place. Owner and 
host Phred Westfall runs the show, pours what he 
want into your glass then makes you guess what 
you're drinking. Trust that it'll be wonderful, affordable 
and well matched to whatever chef Laurie Reideman 
is cooking that night. If you're lucky, the short menu 
will include gnocchi in truffled brown butter or short 
ribs on house-made waffles.

3309 Wallingford Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98107
206.547.2317
www.elemental@gasworks.com

-

4. The Harvest Vine - Seattle
Sit at the copper-topped tapas bar so you can feel 
the heat and hear the sizzle of the grill or descend to 
the crowded cave-like wine cellar where it's easier to 
sneak a kiss between little plates of steamed 
periwinkles or venison with saut»ed leeks and
scrambled duck eggs. Basque-born chef/owner 
Joseba Jimenez de Jimenez creates the exquisite 
tapas; the incomparable desserts are the work of his 
wife, Carolin Messier de Jimenez.

2701 E. Madison
Seattle, WA 98122
206.320.9771
www.harvestvine.com

-

5. Via Tribunali - Seattle
Authentic Neapolitan pizza draws a trendy crowd to 
this sliver of a space, but the menu is not the only 
thing that speaks Italian here. Sip cocktail at the 
marble counter or settle into one of the more 
secluded booths. Even the lipstick red, unisex 
bathroom has sex appeal. 

913 E. Pike St.
Seattle, WA 98122
206.322.9234
no site

-

6. El Gaucho - Seattle
This retro supperclub boasts mink-lined banquettes 
and a baby grand in the bar. Waitstaff, adorned with 
passementerie, flamb» tableside. The kitchen
specializes in great slabs of prime beef. If passion 
threatens to get out of hand, there's a small but 
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swanky hotel upstairs.

2505 First Ave.
Seattle, WA 98121
206.728.1337
www.elgaucho.com

-

7. Ibiza Supper Club - Seattle
Tapas, Latin cocktails and a late night club scene are 
the reason to go. Bare shoulders are de rigueur 
among the babes who lounge at the bar or in the 
embrace of curvy, white banquettes.

528 2nd Ave.
Seattle, WA 98104
206.381.9090
www.ibizzadinnerclub.com

-

8. Lark - Seattle
In this rustic mountain-lodge-like dining room the sex 
appeal is mostly on the plate, but oh, what 
enticements chef/owner John Sundstrom offers: duck 
confit with saut»ed apples; harissa-spiked lamb
tagine, and fork tender pork belly basking in a grainy 
mustard sauce. 

926 12th Ave.
Seattle, WA 98122
206.323.5275
www.larkseattle.com

-

9. Caf» Juanita - Kirkland
The mood and food conjure a country restaurant in 
northern Italy, but this fire-lit dining room overlooking 
a neat, creek-side garden of flowers, herbs and
vegetables is on the outskirts of Seattle. Those 
garden greens may find their way into a bowl of 
owner/chef Holly Smith's incomparable brodo; the 
herbs might flavor whole, roasted branzino or rabbit 
braised in Arneis. 

9702 NE 120th Place
Kirkland, WA 98034
425.823.1505
www.cafejuanita.com

-

10. Mixtura - Kirkland
At this sophisticated new dining spot just east of 
Seattle, handsome Peruvian-born chef Emmanuel 
Piqueras seduces diners with his engaging manner 
and flamboyant cooking that combines native 
Andean flavors and ingredients with contemporary 
flair 

148 Lake St.
Kirkland, WA 98034
425.803.3310
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www.mixtura.biz

- - - - 

Providence Cicero is a Seattle-based food writer and 
restaurant critic whose work appears regularly in The 
Seattle Times.
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